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If	you	have	an	interesting	article	and	
would	like	to	share	it	in	ParishLIFE	
–	why	not	email	the	The	Rector	
and	find	out	how	to	present	your	
story	for	publication	following	our	
guidelines.	

It has been over a year and 
half since the last edition 
of the Parish News was 
published, and you will 
notice that we now have an 
entirely ‘new look’ magazine. 

This is thanks to Rhonda Brown 
who has many years’ experience 
in media, publication, and 
design. When she approached 
me asking if she could be of 
any help with the magazine, 
it was music to my ears!  I 
want to thank Rhonda for her 
willingness to take on this 
task, and I’m sure you will all 
agree that the new publication 
looks very impressive.

Along with a new layout, we 
have decided that the magazine 
should be rather less predictable 
than before, which means that 
contributors will not be asked to 
produce any content more than 
once or twice a year. We also 
aim to keep parishioners better 
informed about finances and 
what goes on behind the scenes 
of ParishLIFE. The new name 
for the magazine reflects what 
we are actually about – a living 
community of people, serving 
God, and serving one another. 

Season’s Greetings  
to one and all
I want to thank everyone who 
has contributed to this first 
edition of ParishLIFE and over 
the coming months I will hope 
that many others will also 
wish to be part of this new 
publication. It is fitting that the 
new magazine comes at a time 
when we are just recovering 
from the aftermath of the 
Covid-19 pandemic. It has been a 
difficult time for the Church and 
many of our old ways of doing 
things have sadly disappeared. 

The way we worship has 
changed drastically – while 
many people are back in 
Church, others are still 
worshipping at home via the 
internet. While social media 
sites and online videos were 
a blessing during the strictest 
lockdowns, I now feel that 
they are more of a hindrance 
than a help. This is why I urge 
those of you who have not 
yet been back to Church to 
please seriously consider it. 

There are three services in 
Church each week – Sunday 

morning, Sunday evening 
and Wednesday morning. 

If you don’t feel confident enough 
to attend on Sunday morning, 
then please try to come to one 
of the other two services where 
the numbers are smaller. I am 
reminded of my training Rector 
who always told the congregation 
that as Christians it was their 
bounden duty to attend Divine 
Worship. Parish life cannot 
and should not be centred 
around a computer screen. 

The only way to truly give 
honour and glory to God is to 
worship him in the beauty of 
holiness in his house of prayer.

I look forward to welcoming many 
of you back to Church, and with 
the various parish organisations 
now meeting again we must 
move towards a new normality. 

In closing I want to thank you again 
for all the support and affirmation 
you have given me over the past 
year and may God’s blessing 
be upon you and our Parish.   

Rev. Jason      
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views	 of	 contributors	 do	 not	 necessarily	 represent	
the	views	of	the	All	Saints’	Eglantine	Parish.
ParishLIFE	 is	 the	 official	 magazine	 of	 All	 Saints’	
Parish,	Eglantine.

 jasonkernohan79@gmail.com
www.http://eglantine.org
https://www.facebook.com/allsaintseglantine


 feature by Gerry DevlinChurch Wardens  By Heather Barclay & Dr.Robert Cuthbert

5

ChurchWardens  By Heather Barclay & Dr.Robert Cuthbert

4

At All Saints Eglantine we are met with a warm welcome and 
safely ushered to our seats by two smiling church wardens, 
Heather Barclay and Dr. Robert Cuthbert, both making everyone 
feel part of the Parish family. In this first issue of ParishLIFE we 
introduce them both in person.

Meet	the	Wardens...					Everyone	is	Welcome

Heather Barclay
Although I have lived in Culcavey since 
1985, I have only been a member of 
All Saints’ Eglantine since 2000.
Before then, I attanded St John the Babtist Parish 
Church, Upper Falls with my Mum. When Mum 
died, I wanted to find a church nearer home 
and tried all the Church of Ireland churches 
in the area. All Saints’ Eglantine was the only 
one that made me feel really welcome!

I was born in Holywood but grew up in Thiepval 
Barracks in Lisburn as my Dad was a long time 
member of the Army and served at Dunkirk and 
Burma during the Second World War. We attended 
Lisburn Cathedral during our time in Lisburn.

I spent most of my working life with Aer Lingus in 
their Belfast Travel Office. While there I was able to 
travel and see a lot of the world I wouldn’t normally 
have seen. When Aer Lingus decided to close all 
their Travel Offices, I spent many happy years in 
the Department of Agriculture at Dundonald.

I love being a member of All Saints’ and I have 
loved being a church warden, firstly as Canon 
Bell’s warden from 2002 – 2004, then Jason’s 
from 2019 – 2021 and now as people’s warden. I 
have met so many friends and I look forward to 
seeing you all again over the coming weeks.    

Dr Robert Cuthbert
My wife Daphne and I were married in 
Fisherwick Presbyterian Church in 1983.  
We have two children (both married): Andrea, 
currently living in New Zealand; and Paul, who 
lives in Glasgow.  We have two grandsons.

My career in haematology has led to our 
family living and working in Edinburgh, 
Nottingham, Vancouver and Derry.  Since 
2000, I have been a consultant haematologist 
at Belfast City Hospital, now semi-retired.

Daphne and I do a lot of walking!  We have 
enjoyed many walking holidays in Ireland, 
Scotland, and before lockdown, in Europe. 
We also enjoy music concerts and theatre.

Music is my main diversion.  I play classical 
guitar, with regular performances in a guitar 
duo and various other small ensembles.

Woodwork is another hobby, often making figures 
and models that Daphne subsequently turns into 
colourful folk-art items.  More recently I have 
embarked on the construction of Irish folk harps.    

If you have an interesting article and would like 
to share with ParishLIFE – Please email the The 
Rector and find out how to present your story for 
publication following our guidelines.



Saints+Luminaries    Feature  By Alister McReynolds

6

 feature by Gerry DevlinSaints+Luminaries  Feature  By Alister McReynolds

7

Some	Saints	and	Luminaries

As an underlying basis for 
mapping this out I have 
found it useful to consult 
the writings of former 
Archbishop of Canterbury 
Rowan Williams, particularly 
his book’, ‘Luminaries: 
Twenty lives that illuminate 
the Christian way.
For Rowan Williams any and all 
study in this area is inevitably 
what he calls, ‘a matter of 
deciphering stories’. He draws 
interesting parallels with Jesus’ 
own Ministry and the extensive 
use of Narrative and Parables 
that was made therein. The 
reason for studying the lives 
and luminaries is seen as valid 
as, ‘an attempt to make sense 
of lives that make sense of God.’’ In the examination of our 

own lives and those of others, 
Williams proposes that the 
core objective which makes 
sense is that of the redemption 
offered by Christ in his ministry 
and words. He proffers the 
suggestion that Jesus told 
stories in order to change 
people’s worlds. In other words, 
the object of such an exercise 
is that you will be affected and 
not be where you were at the 
beginning of the process.

In offering a list of individuals for 
study the following raison d’etre 
is offered by Rowan Williams

‘I offer the following 
reflections on the lives of 
people whose stories have 
the power to break open 
some of the categories 
that invite the reader 
into a new world.’

He also makes very creative use 
of the concept of beacons or as 
he refers to them, ’luminaries’. 
In doing so he makes the point 
that such individuals may 
not have led, ’Christian lives’ 
during their entire lifespan. In 
this I was reminded of singer/
songwriter Leonard Cohen’s 
belief that something may have 
to have been cracked in order 
to let light in. Williams very 
similarly talks about, ’people 
who let the light through, even 
in lives that are sometimes 
flawed and compromised.’

In our first four weeks we 
hope to look at the lives 
of the following saints:

St Francis of Assissi,

St Aidan,

St Olcan,

St Augustine of Hippo.

So, there it is-- a mixture of 
international and local saints 
evenly balanced in terms of both 
cultural background and impact.

Our sessions begin with St 
Francis of Assissi, the Italian 
monk who was born Giovanni di 

Pietro di Bernardone, who as a 
young man lived a life that was 
very typical of a wealthy youth 
bedecked in expensive colourful 
clothing and who became 
someone who voluntarily 
joined in begging outside St 
Peter’s basilica in Rome.

That will be followed by a 
session that will look at the life 
of St Aidan, who travelled from 
his birthplace in Ireland to Iona 
and thence to Lindisfarne off the 
Northumbrian coast from where 
he is credited with converting 
the Anglo-Saxons to Christianity.

The third week should find us 
looking at the life of St Olcan 
who is often associated with St 
Patrick. He was Bishop of the 
monastery in Armoy in North 
Antrim where the stump of 
the original monastery round 
tower still stands. Some sources 
claim that he was St Patrick’s 
nephew. As well as the ruins at 
St Patrick’s Church Armoy there 
is also the ancient site of the old 

church and Holy Well named 
for St Olcan at Cranfield near 
Randalstown. Both Co.Antrim  
sites are very accessible for 
visits. St Patrick is said to have 
given Olcan relics of St Peter 
and St Paul which were much 
valued at that time. His grave 
at Cranfield is covered with soil 
that was purposely brought from 
Rome to honour his contribution.

St Augustine of Hippo is the 
final subject of the first tranche 
of discussion sessions. He was 
born in what is today Algeria 
in North Africa which was then 
a Roman Berber settlement. 
He is remembered  as a 
theologian and philosopher and 
is recognised as a saint by the 
Catholic church, the Eastern 
Orthodox Church and the 
Anglican Communion. Indeed, 
many Calvinists and Lutherans 
also see him as a core figure 
who illuminated many of the 
key concerns that formed the 
basis of The Reformation. He 

This serialised feature will 
continue in the next issue of 

ParishLIFE. 

Since our church is called All Saints’ It seems as good a reason 
as any to look at the lives of at least some of the saints. In 
consultation with Rev. Jason a programme has been planned that 
will be made up of four discussion sessions in October and six 
further group meetings in the Spring of 2022.

advocated, ‘critical thinking,’ 
as being a key process in both 
Education and Spirituality.

As a postscript I should add that 
St Augustine of Hippo should 
not be confused with Saint 
Augustine, first Archbishop of 
Canterbury and our studies will 
also briefly touch on his life.   

Former Archbishop of 
Canterbury Rowan Williams

Alister McReynolds – delivering 
the discussion sessions
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Parish Hub – Colourful	Creatives	Beyond	Lockdown 

Craft classes take place on 
Wednesdays from 1.30pm 
– 3pm and the flower 
arranging group meet 
on Thursday afternoons 
from 2pm – 4pm at the 
Mitchell Room between 
September and May.

Perhaps it’s been a long 

time since you brought out 

your knitting, or crochet or 

embroidery – so why not 

come along to the Wednesday 

afternoon craft class and revive 

you skills? However the craft 

class is not limited to just these 

things – maybe you have a 

particular craft of your own that 

you might like to share with 

others. The class is open to 

everyone, and we should point 

out that it’s not just for ladies!

The Flower arranging classes 

offer an opportunity to learn how 

to put together traditional and 

contemporary arrangements 

using garden flowers and foliage 

as well as shop bought flowers. 

The classes run in six-week 

sessions and must be booked.  

Contact Roberta Orr on 

077 0405 4660    

We welcome back the colourful Parish clubs 
and groups, each bringing their positive flair 
back to our All Saints community after the long 
lockdown. September 2021 saw the restart of 
the crafters and flower arranging groups.

We were unable to publish all the beautiful images taken for this colourful spread, but we hope this selection highlight all the activities currently underway at the Parish – watch this space for more!    



Lights / Camera / Action  By Rev. Jason Kernohan

10

 feature by Gerry DevlinLights / Camera / Action

11

The opportunity to worship 
in church was something 
that we took for granted, 
then suddenly it was taken 
from us. Nobody realised 
that it would be months and 
months before we could re-
enter the church building. 

Most clergy wondered how on 
earth they would bring ‘church’ 
to the people. Some were 
fortunate enough to already 
have webcams and cameras 
in their churches. We on the 
other hand had never ventured 
down the road of live streamed 
services or broadcasting. That 
however changed very quickly!

Some years ago I bought my dad 
a new 4K HD video camcorder, 
and I asked if I could borrow it for 
a while, just to see how I might 
record a short reflection for the 
parish Facebook page. I really 
did not have a clue how to work 
it, but after hours and hours of 
reading through manuals and 
watching countless You Tube 
videos, I soon figured it out.

I spent a Friday morning in the 
church setting up the camera 
and tripod and began rehearsing 
my script. It was all going so well 
until I switched on the camera. It 

editing, I wanted to improve on 
the content of the services. This 
would not have been possible 
without Jonathan who faithfully 
provided music each and every 
week. During the worst of the 
pandemic we were never in 
church together. Jonathan 
would record his part and then 
send it to me to be included 
in the videos. As the videos 
became longer it also became 
apparent that my internet was 
not fast enough to upload 
them. David Orr very kindly 
stepped in, and I gave him the 
services on a pen-drive, and he 
uploaded them each week.

Lights / Camera / Action!

seemed as if the moment   
I saw the little red 
light I became 
tongue-tied and 
blank. However, 
I persevered and 
soon had a take 
that was suitable 
for broadcasting. 
When I came home, 
I soon realised that it 
wasn’t as simple as just 
taking out the memory 
card and uploading the 
video. I needed film editing 
software! This was swiftly 
purchased and was followed 
by a crash course on video 
editing. Thank goodness 
for online tutorials! My first 
broadcast was 
fairly short, but the 
video had over one 
thousand views 
during the first week. 
Somehow, I knew 
that this was going to 
be the norm for the 
foreseeable future. 

As I became more 
accustomed to 
being in front of the 
camera, and more 
adventurous in my 

An average Sunday service 
video took around nine hours to 
produce. Two hours preparing 
the written service and 
sermon, two hours to record 
(this included all my mistakes, 
outtakes, bad language when 
things went wrong and people 
banging on the church door 
during recording) and up to five 
hours to edit the video at home. 
The editing software made the 
videos appear seamless and 
they flowed quite naturally 
from one scene to another. 

All the major events in the 
church year were filmed – 
Holy Week, Easter, Harvest, 
All Saints’, Remembrance, 
Christmas (including the Nine 
Lessons and Carols) along with 

a wonderful Christmas Nativity 
with input from all the children 
in the parish. This was probably 
one of the most challenging 
videos to produce, especially 
when parents had sent me 
dozens of video clips, all of 
which had to be edited and put 
together! I also produced a 
series of Bedtime Bible stories 
which were a hit with the adults 
as well as with the children.

I want to thank everyone 
who helped with the online 
services – the readers, choir, 
Jonathan, David, the children, 
and of course Ambrose and 
Shelly. Slowly but surely, we are 
returning to the kind of worship 
we are accustomed to – ‘in 
person’. I encourage those of 
you who have enjoyed the online 
worship to return to worshipping 
God in the beauty of holiness 
in his house of prayer.    

When public worship was suspended in March 2020, 
clergy began to panic – nothing like this had happened 
before in the recent past. 

 By Rev. Jason Kernohan
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Nothing ever stays the 
same! We hear it said all 
the time and you know, in 
our Sunday school, that’s 
what we could easily say.  

A number of years ago we met in 
classes, but when our numbers 
dropped, we then had to change 
and run with open teaching 
for all the children together. 

However, our numbers 
increased over time and then 
came Covid!!!  A complete 
life changer for us all.  Things 
definitely didn’t stay the same 
- all changed in March 2020.

No church services in church, 
but instead the blessing of 
technology and services online. 
No Sunday school. All change 
but we didn’t let it stop us. We 
had a nativity online, we had 
bedtime stories by Jason online, 
children took part in services 
online and in ventures organised 
by Connor Diocese online.

Then came various stages of 
change in 2021 with easing of 
restrictions, until in October 
2021 we were eventually 
able to have the children 
back at Sunday school. 

REBUILDING HOPE AND CONFIDENCESUNDAY SCHOOL HIGHLIGHTS
Running a Mothers Union branch or group can be very rewarding, helping members  
develop friendships, confidence and nurturing skills in facilitation, planning and leadership.

GET ENVOLVED – To find out 
more about membership and 
joining a local branch contact  
Brenda Orr on 077 1975 0205.

The Mothers Union has a huge 
impacts on local communities, 
doing everything from organising 
holidays for those who need a 
break, working with prisons, 
hospitals and refuges to help the 
people in our communities who 
most need our compassion.

In October 2021 the All Saints 
Eglantine brauch, planned and 
had a great response to their 
Harvest Appeal for Toiletries 
Hospital Bags for those going 
into hospital. We Thank You all 
for supporting our inititive.  We 
recognise that the effects of the 
pandemic continues to be felt 
across the world throughout 2021. 

As people seek to come to 
terms with loss of all kinds, 
from bereavement to loss 
of livelihood, relationships, 
wellbeing and other challenges, 
our work of rebuilding hope and 
confidence is vital. Therefore, it 
seems appropriate to develop 
our 2020-22 theme to Rebuilding 
Hope and Confidence.

We look to the future with fresh 
vision to continue this theme 
for 2022. Throughout this global 

pandemic, Mothers’ Union 
members have shown amazing 
resilience, responsiveness and 
adaptability and this theme gives 
us the impetus to transform 
ourselves, our churches and 
communities and Mothers’ Union 
to be relevant for today.     

When we were able to return, 
some teachers weren’t quite 
ready for this big step just yet. 
We also unfortunately had two 
teachers, Maureen Campbell and 
Sandra Goffe, wishing to step 
down. They will both be greatly 
missed after many long years 
of service to the Sunday school.  
We thank them and wish them 
every blessing in the future.

Jason was able to get some 
volunteers on a temporary basis 
to help out to allow Sunday 
school to re-commence on 10th 
October. More changes - we are 
now back, in classes with more 
children on the roll and social 
distanced seating to comply with 
Covid restrictions.  We are very 
thankful to Lyndsay Donaldson, 
James Dunleavy and Matthew 
Allen for their invaluable help.

At the time of writing this article 
we have just had our first family 
service in church - the first one 
for more than a year and a half. 
All the Sunday school children 
and their families attended. What 
a wonderful occasion! Nothing 
stays the same - now we look 
forward to the future and our 
Nativity service next month.        

We were unable to publish all the beautiful images, 
but watch this space for more next time!

Trusted by Generations
Bobby Morrison Funeral Directors was formed in 1987 out of Bobby’s desire to offer a 
personal, dignified and respectful funeral service to the residents of the Lisburn area. Over 
thirty years later, this core aim underpins the company’s attitude to our clients.

Looking for help & advice?
If you have any further queries please do not hesitate to contact our support team:
028 9267 4292 | info@bobbymorrison.co.uk

Ronnie Thompson independent Funeral Directors, our company will maintain the highest 
standards of professionalism to provide a complete funeral service tailored to the 
requirements of the individual.

We will arrange and conduct funerals to the highest possible standards and provide support, 
guidance, assistance, information and advice to you at all times.

24 Hour - All enquiries are welcome, either in person, at our premises, or by calling
028 9260 7367 www.ronniethompson.co.uk
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Youth Hub... RAINBOWS, BROWNIES & GUIDES 

EglantinE Rainbows
Eglantine Rainbows continued to meet 
face to face outdoors from September 
- December and April - June reverting 
back to zoom from January to March. 

We changed our meeting time to Saturday 
mornings, which worked well, with the 
girls and parents really appreciating 
being able to see each other. 

We were very fortunate with the weather, 
it remained dry each week if a little chilly. 
We enjoyed many campfires throughout 
the year, partly to keep us warm. 

We completed several badges while having 
lots of fun together. Three girls completed their 
Rainbow Gold Award, the highest achievement 
for a Rainbow before moving up to Brownies.

EglantinE  guidEs
Eglantine Guides (girls aged 10-14years) enjoyed 
its first year in 2020 despite the pandemic. 

Our group of eight girls and one leader met 
outside from September until November; making 
campfires and smores as well badge activities that 
introduced the girls to life skills and self awareness. 

Following the introduction to zoom, we 
experimented with everyday acids and alkalis 
found in our homes, cooked together and 

attempted flower 
arranging with our own 
home-grown flowers 
for Mother’s day. 

To finish off our first year, 
we went to Dundonald 
to try our hand at 
pirates adventure golf. 

This year, we have 
welcomed one new leader 
and one new Guide, 
and are very excited as 
to what activities and 
opportunities the new 
year will bring.      

Well done for the continued successes of the Eglantine Rainbows, Brownies and Guides in 
maintaining their wide-ranging activity programme throughout the Covid-19 pandemic. From March 
2020 the challenges of lockdown and social distancing only served to test the resilience and 
inspiration of each group, their leaders and families – proof that together everything is possible. 

We are delighted to have returned to meeting 
on Monday evenings and have welcomed 
seven new Rainbows to Eglantine. 

EglantinE bRowniEs
Eglantine Brownies had a successful year,  
increasing in size to 16 brownies and 2 
leaders. In September 2020, we met outside 
enjoying games, campfire night, badge 
activities and an outdoor promise service. 

At Christmas, we visited Cromlyn Fold in 
Hillsborough and sang carols outside to spread 
some Christmas cheer to the residents before we 
had our own special visitor bringing presents!

After Christmas, lockdown meant we had to go on 
zoom, however we still managed to complete three 
badges. We also enjoyed lots of craft activities 
over zoom and celebrated World Thinking Day, 

Valentine’s Day and Mother’s Day as well as having 
a special Easter egg hunt in our own homes.

After Easter, we met outside again enjoying games 
and badge activities. We finished the year with a 
trip to Girlguiding Headquarters at Lorne in June. 
We all loved the beach, then walked back up to 
have a BBQ and lots of games. We also had 2 
Brownies complete their Gold Award in June 2021.

We are meeting face to face again and have already 
started the Camp badge in the hope we might 
get to organise a Brownie camp in June 2022!
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Snippets	from	the	past
All these factors have turned the world 
around. More than a century ago the world 
was gripped as another virus swept the globe, 
claiming thousands of lives. “1,895 deaths 
last week” read The Times headline, in a 
short story about the outbreak in London. 
By today’s standards it seems oddly muted. 
The Spanish Flu pandemic in 1918, infected  
500 million people, roughly a third of 
the global population, and killed as 
many as one in five of them.

The parish magazine archive in All Saints’ goes 
back to 1912 and many of the articles give an 
insight into life at the beginning of the 20th century.

The Rector in 1918 was A. D. Mitchell, and during 
that year he was on active service in France. He 
sent many letters home to the Parish, all of which 
are included in the old Parish magazines. 

In the April 1918 edition of the magazine an  
entry reads:

Before the magazine is issued it is probable the 

Rector will be on his way to France. One cannot 

foretell anything for certain, on account of the 

immense military movements which are taking 

place. If, however, he is sent across, the parish 

may be rest assured he is glad to go and bear 

some part, however humble, in the gigantic 

struggle with which the world is convulsed, 

and on which the fate of Empires and peoples 

depends; glad, too, that the people of Eglantine 

have seen fit to let him go with scarcely a 

grumble, and that they are prepared to put up 

with changes and sundry small inconveniences. 

But in going he is exceedingly anxious that this 

bit of God’s vineyard should not suffer harm. You 

will give all your accustomed loyalty and support 

to the clergy temporarily in charge. Though they 

may not see you at home, and know each one 

personally, yet they are our friends; they are 

doing this extra duty without fee or reward, and 

they will help wherever and whenever required. 

So let all be found as regular, or more regular at 

Holy Communion, at church, and at church work 

at the end of the four months as at the beginning. 

Remember our mutual salutation, so often given; 

“The lord be with you.” “And with thy Spirit.” 

Truehistory   By Rev. Jason Kernohan

Up until the Covid-19 pandemic, most people who are alive today would not 
have experienced the turmoil of a life changing virus. Little did we realise that life 
would change so much – lock-downs, social distancing and constant sanitization. 

Sunday November 17th, was observed by us, 

in common with churches everywhere, as a 

Day of Thanksgiving for Victory and Peace. 

Our thankfulness, unfortunately, could not 

be expressed by a full attendance at Church, 

on account of the prevalence of the influenza 

sickness. Very few families in the parish have 

escaped unscathed, and in some instances, every 

member of the household has been laid up.

The death of Miss Edna McBride, who passed 

away on the morning of November 17th, after a 

short illness, has left a deep sense of loss and 

sorrow in the parish. Miss McBride has been 

our senior assistant teacher in the Day School 

since April 1915. Her gentle kindness and sweet, 

good-nature endeared her to everyone. The 

children loved her, and her work in the Sunday 

School, choir, and Girls’ Friendly Society was 

invaluable. Always ready to help, she had the 

power of creating everywhere loyalty, brightness 

and good-will. Deep sympathy is felt for each 

of the home circle who will so sadly miss her.

The Parish Tea, after many postponements, 

will, we hope, come off successfully 

on Friday, December 13th.      

Then in the December 1918 edition of the magazine an entry reads:

We will include more of these wonderful stories in the next edition of ParishLife.



FOR YOUR CHURCH, THE 
ADVANTAGES ARE:

 •  improving the regularity and consistency  
of church income;

 •  reducing the volunteer time needed 
to open, count and record the 
amount in each envelope;

 •  reducing the risks involved in 
weekly cash banking; and

 •  reducing the cost and administrative 
effort of issuing paying in envelopes.

Over the last few years, in Eglantine, more and 
more of our parishioners have started to make 
their regular donations by standing order. 

We now receive over 60% of our free will 
offering by standing order. We would like 
to encourage more parishioners to pay 
by this method. It is extremely easy to set 
up, forms are available from the church 
wardens, to fill in and give to your bank. 

Alternatively, for those who use internet 
banking, this can be set up online. Thank you 
for taking the time to read this and I hope that it 
encourages you to use a standing order as your 
method of making donations to our Church.      

18

 feature by Gerry DevlinStandingOrder  By Maurice Wright  By Yvonne Wright

19

FondFarewells

After a lifetime as a 
parishioner of Eglantine, 
Maurice and I are leaving 
Northern Ireland to move to 
Wales to be close to our two 
daughters, Alison and Lynda, 
and our triplet grandsons, 
Thomas, Ben and Jack.
Over my time in the parish, there 
have been 7 different rectors.  I 
was baptised by Canon Mitchell 
and confirmed by Canon Baillie.  
We were married by Rev. Pedlow 
who also baptised our first 
daughter, Alison.  During Rev 
Lloyd’s time, we were Freewill 
Offering secretaries.  Canon Bell 
baptised our second daughter, 
Lynda.  Maurice served as 
Hon. Treasurer to Rev. Close 
and our current rector, Jason.

Over the years I have been 
involved in many aspects of 
parish life.  My earliest memories 
of church were sitting in the 
back seat with my grandfather, 
John Hunter.  We walked to 
church over the fields from 
Culcavey.  I joined the junior 
choir when I was seven -  so 
I have been a choir member 
for 60 years.  I was in the Girls 
Friendly Society (GFS) which 
morphed into Guides and I went 
on to be the guide leader.  I also 
taught in the Sunday School 
and was on the Select Vestry 
with my dad, Cecil McKee.  

After our marriage in 1977, 
I persuaded Maurice to 
join Eglantine and he soon 
became involved in parish 

Reflections on a Lifetime 
in Eglantine

Start Paying by Standing Order Today

life including spells on the 
vestry from Rev Lloyd’s time 
through to the present.  He 
has been involved in a number 
of projects and committees 
over the years, including the 
building of the parish hall in 
1995, the refurbishment of 
the rectory in 2011 and the 
recent work to the church.  

When the new parish hall 
was built, we managed to 
get a badminton club up 
and running and at one time 
thought we would have to 
close the membership as we 
had so many members!

Maurice’s time as treasurer 
over the last 10 years has 
seen the role change in many 
ways with the advent of the 
Charity Commission and the 
ever increasing requirement 
to computerise everything.  

In 2011, as he took over, the role 
involved writing a few cheques, 
a manual payroll and paper 

Over recent years, electronic banking 

has become much more a way of life 

with automatic transactions to and from 

your bank for items such as salaries 

and pensions, as well as payment of 

bills. In line with this trend, churches are 

now receiving an increasing amount 

of their income from parishioners 

paying by bank standing order.

FOR PARISHIONERS, THE 
ADVANTAGES OF PAYING BY 
STANDING ORDER ARE:

•   no need to worry about finding the correct 
change to put in your envelope each week;

•   you give exactly the amount that 
you want each year without having 
to check how many envelopes you 
have placed on the plate and how 
much you have put in each one;

 •  the standing order is under your control 
and you can easily change it at any time.

bank statements.  Now, the 
cheque book has disappeared, 
banking is online, everything 
is done by computer and 
standing orders are becoming 
the norm for donations.

Our latest enjoyable project 
was to organise 3 visits to 
Belle Isle Castle, the first in 
2018 was so successful that we 
had to take the whole castle in 
2019 to accommodate the 26 
parishioners who wanted to go.  

Unfortunately 2020 had to be 
cancelled because of Covid 
and lots of new attendees were 
so disappointed not to go.

As you can tell we have had 
a very varied and enjoyable 
lifetime in Eglantine and we’re 
very sad to be leaving our 
family here.  However, we are 
looking forward to this new 
chapter in our lives and please 
know that our thoughts and 
prayers will always be here 
with you all in Eglantine.       

YOU CAN DOWNLOAD THE STANDING ORDER FORM FROM THE WEBSITE
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Staying	Safe	at	Church

5th December   11am  Parish Eucharist 
   6pm Holy Eucharist

12th December 11am Morning Prayer, Rainbows and Brownies Promises Service   
   6pm Compline 

19th December 11am Sunday School Nativity 
   6pm Nine Lessons & Carols

24th December 9pm The Nativity of Our Lord - The First Eucharist of Christmas

25th December 10am Christmas Day Family Eucharist

26th December 11am Morning Prayer  NO EVENING SERVICE

PLEASE DO NOT ATTEND CHURCH IF –

•  You have symptoms of Covid-19 or have 
had symptoms in the past 14 days

•  You have been diagnosed with 
Covid-19 in the past 14 days

•  You have been in close contact with 
a person who is either a confirmed or 
suspected case in the last 14 days

•  You have been advised to shield 
or self-isolate at this time.

KEEPING YOU SAFE IN CHURCH

•  You will need to book before you 
attend as we can only accommodate a 
much reduced number in Church.  

•  The Church will not be opened until 10.50 
am. so please do not come early.

•  Social distancing of 1 metre must be 
maintained at all times both inside the 
Church and while entering and leaving 
the building and in the car park.

•  Please use the hand sanitizer 
provided at the Church door.

•  Face coverings should be worn at 
all times within the Church.

•  On arrival you will wait to be shown to a seat.  
Seats will be allocated by the wardens.

•  Once seated, please do not 
move around the Church.

•  At the end of the service wardens will 
indicate when you should leave your seat.

•  A basket will be provided at the back 
of the Church for offerings.

•  On leaving please do not linger at the 
Church door but proceed to the car park.

BOOKING PROCESS

•   As we can only accommodate a much reduced 
number in Church you must leave a text 
message on 07754 329318  if you wish to attend.  

    Please leave your name and the number 
of people attending from your household 
or ‘bubble’.  I will confirm with you.   

   Christmas Services –

There has been quite a few changes and restrictions in Church during the past 
18 months to keep everyone as safe as possible following the guidelines laid 
down by the Church of Ireland and the Government that we must adhere to.


